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News from ATTAC in Europe 


Last week end two events materialized ATTAC in 
Europe. One was private, the other one was more 
public than expected... The first took place in Paris 
and was a reunion of ATTAC delegates from all the 
associations in Europe, he drove us towards plans 
for 2001 on which we all agreed. The second took 
place in Stockholm and was the official launch of 
ATTAC Sweden. 


Few hundreds were awaited in Stockholm in the 
conference room, more than a thousand showed 
up. A waiting line was created outside, in the cold 
Swedish winter. Patiently they awaited people to 
exit the building to step inside. Workshops, 
reunions, meetings were going on. At the end of 
the day, in front of a crowed room one of them 
reunite M Leif Pagrotsky, Swedish Minister of 
Commerce and M Pierre Tartakoswky, French 
General Secretary of ATTAC at the same table. Of 
course with not the same views and analysis on 
subjects like the debt cancellation, the military 
and weapon business and the Currency 
Transaction Tax. Nonetheless some sort of a 
dialogue was possible, to be continued in Porto 
Alegre as M Pagrostsky was invited to attend the 
World Social Forum and did not refuse the 
invitation. (The French Minister of Commerce will 
also attend the WSF). 


As one of the animator of ATTAC Sweden put it 
“ATTAC became aé_e true Swedish popular 
movement”. And Sunday one _ could’ have 
witnessed it: ATTAC made the _ front-page 
headlines of all the newspapers, even the less 
sympathetic to us, not mentioning the TV news 
Saturday evening. 


In Paris in the meantime a meeting gathered 
ATTACs from Germany to Portugal, Ireland, 
Belgium and the Netherlands, Italy, Spain, 
Switzerland, Luxembourg and France... some 
delegates came from Serbia and Romania. In the 
debates several dates and venues, several issues 
were discussed: Currency transaction tax, tax 
havens, WTO, debt cancellation, international 
financial institutions. 


On the Currency transaction tax ATTAC France 
presented a plan for mobilization that will start at 
the end of this month, beginning of the next one 
that will take the form of a kit to be used in all the 
190 local chapters in the country and that will aim 
in informing and acting on the CTT and tax havens 
issues. ATTAC Germany will start also by the end 
of this month a campaign with public meetings 
and rendezvous in collaboration of some elected 
representatives of the Budenstag to lobby the 
German parliament in which a motion is in 
progress. ATTAC Belgium aim at the Belgium 
presidency of the European Union, second 
semester of 2001, with some mobilizations around 
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the Ecofin meeting in October, the Council in 
December, and some previous work to lobby their 
Government to put the CTT in their presidency 
agenda. ATTAC European Institutions (a group 
reuniting administrative European officers and 
elected representatives) will organize March 28" 
hearings on the CTT in the European parliament. 
All agreed with a _ proposal of European 
mobilizations on April 27" and 28" in 
Luxembourg. 


The ATTACs in Belgium, ATTAC Netherlands, 
ATTAC Luxembourg, ATTAC Germany and ATTAC 
France will organize in Luxembourg with the help 
of unions and other organizations a European 
seminar on Tax havens, European justice and the 
reconversion of tax havens economies in Europe 
on April 27". The day after we will peacefully 
encircle Luxembourg from Germany, Belgium and 
France. We will then continue by a promenade in 
Luxembourg that will reunite us all. 


Our goal, beside denouncing with the example of 
Luxembourg Tax havens within the European 
Union far from the luxurious and sunny islands in 
tropical seas as the popular imagination put it, is 
to show the practices of our banks that have all 
offices in tax havens, of our banks that participate 
fully to the existence of tax havens, and not 
necessarily the contrary as it can be said quickly. 


One of the other big European focus point for us 
will be the Genoa (Italy) G7 meeting by the end of 
July. We will participate along with the debt 
campaigns in particular to a counter-summit and 
demonstrations in Genoa (if the authorities allow 
us to enact our citizenry in the city). 


The last one of the year will take place in Brussels 
on December 14" for the last European Summit 
before the Euro. We will there demonstrate our 
interest in another Europe, a Union that respect 
rights, all of them, that respect the environment 
and that put forward social and economic policies 
to aim toward development of all the people and 
culture within the Union and outside of it. 


Of course in the meantime some other venues and 
mobilizations, actions and educational programs, 
meetings and conferences will be organized on a 
national basis during all the year 2001. 


Our participation to the World Social Forum in 
Porto Alegre (25 - 30 jan.) and to the Other 
Davos (international seminar in Zurich on the 26" 
and demonstration in Davos on the 27") will allow 
us to build world strategies on some of these 


issues already at work for example for the Summit 
of the Americas in Quebec (April), the 
mobilizations for the autumn WB and IMF 
meetings (October), around _ financing for 
development issues in the UN and with NGOs in 
case we were not to be welcomed to truly work 
from within and so on... 


Laurent J ésover. Editor journal@attac.org 

For further information please check our website 
http: //attac. org/ 

To be in contact with one ATTAC or the other, 
please see our directory http: //attac.org/contact 








The Other Davos 


Friday January 26" International conference 
Saturday J anuary 27" Demonstration in Davos 


Resisting the globalization of capital Discussion, 
debate and rethinking of popular alternatives 


Friday January 26 2001, Zurich, Volkshaus, 
Stauffacherstr. 60 


International conference, Workshops and debates 
13. 30: the globalization of capital - 14.45: 
workshops 

17. 15: Colombia, Palestine 

20. 30: meeting Is another world possible? 


Simultaneous translation in four languages 


The mythology surrounding “euphoric 
globalization" is being eroded. The global village is 
no more than archipelago in which only a few 
islets are escaping a fate of multiple calamities. . 


It comes as no surprise that the World Economic 
Forum in Davos (WEF) kicks off its agenda with an 
item addressing the backlash against globalization 
and the necessity for the economic "Monarchs" to 
begin a dialogue with civil society. In doing so, the 
WEF sings the same old tune of a_ better 
tomorrow; but it never comes. 


The private expropriation of socially produced 
wealth by a powerful minority has relegated half 
of humanity to conditions of extreme poverty and 
laid to waste the natural riches of the planet. 
Working people everywhere are pitted against one 
another in the fight for jobs and there is little 
doubt that their living conditions are becoming 
ever more precarious. In this process, global 
culture has been kidnapped by a handful of 
multinationals that are capable of moulding 
opinions everywhere. 
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Against this backdrop of a world subverted by the 
elite on parade in Davos, millions of women and 
men take to the struggle against the hold of 
capital in all its manifestations. 


Against those who invoke the"invisible hand" of 
the market, "The Other Davos" gathers support 
from the hands and minds of working women and 
men that are building a world which will be the 
heritage of a future generation. 


In spite of the oppression and arrogance of the 
powerful, the contours of another world are being 
drawn. A world in which working people in free 
association will decide on the distribution of 
income and the means of work, the sort that will 
allow them to regain a grip on the future direction 
of their lives. 


For further information, registration ...: 
http://www. otherdavos.net/indexeng. html 





Australian Globalisation 


In November 1995, The Economist, a London 
weekly, described Australia as “a_ third-world 
country with a developed country's standard of 
living" and predicted an economic crisis in the 
coming years comparable to that which was 
currently erupting in Mexico. Five years later the 
anticipated crisis has still not occurred and does 
not seem to be impending. Australia conceals its 
weaknesses well. But for how long? 


The Australian economy is in fact very dependent 
on movements of the foreign capital on its 
territory. Australia presents for these funds a 
marketthat is both advantageous and in course of 
development ,but from one day to another they 
may invest elsewhere, This state of affairs renders 
the Australian economy very fragile especially 
over the last two decades. 


Until the '70s the Australian economy was doing 
quite well; between 1953 and 1972, 5% growth, 
1.9% unemployment, inflation at 2.5% (News 
Weekly, 1st June 1996). The country had one of 
the highest standards of living in the world. The 
following decade, divided between the labour 
government of Edward Gough William and the 
conservative government of Malcolm Fraser ,saw 
this healthy state of the economy 
maintained.Then the '80s broke with this happy 
trend. As in Great Britain and the United States, 
the new government of Robert Hawkes, though 
labour, adopted a policy of "economic 


rationalism".The previous conservative 
government had already opted for this route. It 
had ,in particular, commissioned the Campbell 
Report which was recommending the end of state 
control over banks, interest rates and movements 
of capital. Fraser however had not implemented 
these recommendations. It is accordingly the 
Hawke government that decided to implement 
them: floating Australian dollar, deregulation of 
financial markets and authorisation for 16 foreign 
banks to enter. 


And since 1983, the main Australian parties have 
collectively followed this same policy. 


Deregulation is now under way, accompanied by 
encouraging slogans; Australia must become 
"more competitive in a world progressively 
evolving", there will be "short term pain" but a 
"long term gain", because "no pain, no gain". 


And the first stage of deregulation naturally 
consists in the privatisation of public undertakings. 
This policy is called in Australia “National 
Competition Policy" and has its foundations in the 
Hilmer Report that appeared in 1993. The report 
requires that all public assets and services should 
be sold.This includes the suppliers of electricity 
and water, the airports, the Commonwealth Bank, 
the airline Qantas, the telephone company Telstra, 
Australia| Post, the transcontinental railway 
company (Ghan) and the Snowy Mountain 
Scheme.The only restriction seems to consist in 
avoiding a sale to any Australian consortium. The 
Report actually recommends the abolition of the 
exemptions for small enterprises. It states clearly 
that " competition policy must not be distorted to 
provide special protection for any interest group 
whatever, including small enterprises." Australia is 
very much afraid of the competition of the Asian 
countries where labour is cheaper. Moreover, 
many nationals of these countries, geographically 
close, live in Australia and have a very exact 
knowledge of the Australian market and_ its 
demands.. 


However, far from enjoying the increase in living 
standards promised by the Hilmer Report, a 
University of Melbourne study ,appearing in March 
1998, established that 30% of the population (5.5 
million) were living below the poverty threshold . 
Similarly, the Report promises more jobs whereas 
the Australian Bureau of Statistics in 1997 
recognises that the real demand for jobs is higher 
than that stated by the government; about 19% 
of the active population and not 8%. 
Furthermore,26% of the jobs in 1997 are part 
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time or temporary and this proportion is not 
ceasing to increase while long term unemployment 
is also growing rapidly (in December 1997 about 
34% of those unemployed had been out of work 
for more than 12 months). By way of example, 
the four principal banks have done away with 
30,000 full time posts since 1991 and wish to 
abolish 60.000 more between now and 2005. The 
agricultural sector is also adversely affected by 
globalisation which accentuates the effects of 
massive industrialisation. There were 300,000 
farms in Australia in 1960, only 100,000 of them 
remain. These are now adays 30% larger than 
before, but they employ 30% fewer workers. The 
government proposes severance pay as a cure for 
all ills but is taking no steps to save the sector. 


A scenario become classic: - privatisation, 
deregulation, increased rates of true 
unemployment, agricultural sector in crisis. The 
genuinely specific character of the Australian 
economy is to be found in the extent to which it 
belongs to multinationals and foreign investors. 


The Council Controlling Foreign Investments which 
should supervise foreign participation in Australian 
enterprises must now encourage it in accordance 
with the National Competition Policy. And the 
majority of big Australian enterprises now belong 
to foreign investors and transnationals. To realise 
this it is only necessary to glance at each branch 
of the economy; motor vehicle sector 100% 
foreign; pharmaceuticals 100%, chemicals 98%, 
electricity 98%, mining 97%, food (processed 
foodstuffs) 95%, petrol 92%, banking 86%, 
insurance 82%, readymade clothing 57% ( figures 
from Austand Inc. Newsletter and publications 
1999). Foreign investors and_ transnationals 
currently own between 60% and 80% of the whole 
Australian commercial sector A __ significant 
proportion compared to European countries and 
one which makes the Australian economy the 
most "internationalised" economy of the 
developed countries. 


According to the Association of Australian 
Undertakings, 28 Australian undertakings became 
totally or partially foreign before 1983 as against 
300 subsequently. These include great names 
such as Ampol (USA), Arnott's Biscuits (USA). 
Billy Tea (UK) and Bundaberg Rum (UK), all the 
big publicity agencies except two , a large number 
of house agencies , the majority of luxury hotels 
etc. 


Furthermore, according to the magazine, "News 
Weekly" (13 J une 1998), 60% of the transnationals 


operating in Australia pay no taxes to the country 
and the remaining 40% pay only very little. At the 
same time, the government, widely supported by 
the media, is imposing a new tax on Australians, 
GST,(Goods and Services Tax),"so that each may 
pay his fair share of tax". Michel Camdessus had 
enthusiastically promoted this project after a 
conference in Australia in May 1998. And with 
good cause, GST is payable only by individuals, 
not by big businesses. 


In response to a situation so discouraging, the 
Prime Minister, John Howard, proposed a solution 
that the media describe as radical but which only 
scratches the surface of the problem, the creation 
of free exchange zones. It must be recognised 
that the Australian government has a distinct 
tendency to favour deregulation together with 
foreign capital and undertakings. 


He has already signed numerous agreements of 
this kind such as the Agreement on Industry and 
Financial Services signed on 12 December 1997 at 
the WTO. This agreement prevents’ the 
government in the future from opposing any form 
of foreign control over Australian banks and 
insurance companies. In 1999, 86% of the 
financial sector belongs to foreign investors. 


Similarly, on a greater scale, at the end of 1997, 
the Australians discovered with surprise that their 
government had the intention of signing the MAI 
which was to combine legally the 29 countries of 
the OECD, including Australia. This was the first 
occasion for genuine discussions of globalisation 
and its effects. The discussions, however, were 
neither numerous nor well publicised by the 
media. 


An excellent) summary of the Australian 
government's general drift is in fact to be found 
in the words of Alexander Downer, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs , who declared during an interview 
in December 1997; "Let's be clear. globalisation is 
an irreversible trend. It's under way. And it's fine 
for all Australians, for the region and for the 
world." 


Elsa FAYNER 02/01/01 Volunteer Correspondent in 
Australia for "Grain de sable" 

Translation: Prudence Dwyer, volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac. org 





Socio-economics and I ntegration 


Sweden will take over the presidency of the EU in 
January 2001. In connection to this, a number of 
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meetings and events will take place in Sweden. 
We enclose an invitation to a conference on the 
subject "Socio-economics and Integration", that 
will take place in Gothenburg and surrounding 
cities, February 1-3, 2001. This is a_ pre- 
conference to the seventh EU-conference on 
Socio-economics that will be held in Gavle in J une 
2001. 


The conference is a co-operation between the 
Region Vastra Gotaland, the municipalities of 
Gothenburg, Skévde, Boras and Uddevalla, their 
universities and university colleges and a large 
number of NGO’s. 


In Skévde, we will have a presentation of the 
Attac-movement by a Swedish journalist, Bim 
Clinell, who has written a book about your 
organisation. We are also happy to have Elisabeth 
Rehn, Finland as one of our speakers. We will also 
have a workshop on women's. networks _ in 
Eastern- and Western Europe, with participants 
from Sweden as well as from the Baltic States. 


We hope that you find the program interesting. | 
enclose one invitation english and one in french. 


Yours sincerely, 


Elisabeth Hallgren, Noveum, Skdvde University 
College 

Tel. +46-500-44 82 54 Fax.+46-500-44 82 99 
elisabeth.s. hallgren@noveum.his.se 





SOCIO-ECONOMICS AND INTEGRATION 


A conference on socio-economics and its prospects 
of contributing to integration and diversity in 
working life and society. The empowerment 
concept, which means _ self-reliance and 
democratic innova-tion, runs through this entire 
conference. The conference will highlight the issue 
from a_ regional, natio-nal and European 
perspective. 


The official opening takes place in Gdteborg on 
Thursday 1 February 2001 at 1 p.m., but the 
conference will jump the gun on Wednesday with 
a special programme on the suburb. The 
conference will then continue on Friday in three 
different places in the Vastra Godtaland Region. 
You can choose between Skévde, Uddevalla or 
Boras, all illustrating the conference theme from 
different angles. The four conference days will 
close in Gdteborg with lectures and round-table 
talks. Besides the lectures you will be invited to 
cultural activities, festivities and good food. 


Conference leader: Ulla Berglindh 


There will be interpretation facilities in Swedish, 
English and French. Speakers and contents may 
change - see www. folkuniversitetet.se/goteborg 
for a programme update. 


WEDNESDAY 31 JANUARY - INTEGRATION IN 
THE SUBURB 


THURSDAY 1 FEBRUARY - SOCIO-ECONOMICS 
AND INTEGRATION 


FRIDAY 2 FEBRUARY - DEMOCRACY AND USER 
INFLUENCE THROUGH SOCIO-ECONOMICS (1) 


WTO Tidbits 
1)"No one can make decisions for you" 


In making this declaration to members of the WTO 
in the course of his 2000 Report in early 
December, Mr Moore was surely affirming what 
ATTAC has always said? 


After a self-congratulatory introduction about the 
satisfactory functioning of the multilateral trade 
system, the second part of his speech hinted at 
various fears for the future, giving the lie to the 
fine optimism of the first part. 


First of all, the “inventory of next March" which 
the WTO is to carry out is liable to translate into a 
"raising of barricades". 


Another dicey question seems to be "the 400 anti- 
dumping measures" which have led to 400 
inquiries being initiated in the last year (against 
only 166 in 1995). Can liberalisation give rise to 
protectionist measures? 


Mr Moore worries about another looming danger : 
it comes from "bi-lateral and multilateral trade 
agreements", which are multiplying at a huge 
rate, and which "could be considered as 
substitutes for multilateral liberalisation". Their 
initiators do not always look on competition with a 
favourable eye. In the form of New Year good 
wishes, Mr Moore confided the fourth challenge 
facing his organisation : it "must communicate 
more effectively about the nature and activities [ of 
the WTO] and about the benefits which the 
multilateral trade system should transmit to those 
from whom, in the end, we hold our mandate: 
the people." For "We shouldn't allow  anti- 
globalisation protesters to win by default because 
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they have made their arguments known to the 
public at large". 


Finally, the result of the year's preparation for a 
new Conference, due to launch a new round, 
seems "slender" (to use an adjective much 
employed by Mr Moore this year). Indeed, 
"important differences subsist between national 
positions, especially concerning subjects which are 
to be discussed in pending negotiations". Of 
course, for his part, he will do all he can to reach 
the necessary political decisions for launching a 
new round. But, not wanting to take sole 
responsibility for a new failure, he hastens to add 
that "only the governments of WTO member 
states are in a position to take these decisions". 


That's why he concludes: "No one can decide for 
you". Which is what we've been saying all along... 
2)Observer status for intergovernmental 
organisations appears to be a problem for the 
WTO. 


The main disagreements have concerned the ILO 
(International Labour Organisation); many 
developing countries refusing to give it observer 
status because of the sensitive nature of social 
subjects at the WTO. The Convention on 
Biodiversity provokes identical reactions from the 
USA, which are not a party to the Convention and 
continue to oppose its having observer status on 
the TRIPs Council. Needless to say, the Arab 
League encounters fierce opposition from Israel in 
obtaining this status... 
3)World Bank _ policy to be swallowed with 
moderation 


In its 2000 Report, the World Bank first recalls all 
the benefits developing economies could derive 
from an "aggressive", export-oriented trade 
policy, such as that of Latin America or of South- 
East Asia. Then it indicates, as a precaution, that 
the drop in US consumption which is forecast, the 
increase in the price of the barrel and the under- 
performing Asiatic loans, could considerably 
reduce world growth, thus limiting the 
effectiveness of the development model based on 
exports. 


4)Correlation between the lowering of customs 
barriers and the growth of anti-dumping 
measures. 


UNCTAD indicates that exports from developing 
countries continue to be targetted by anti- 


dumping measures on the part of developed 
countries. These last countries, after deliberately 
and drastically reducing their customs duties, now 
have to adopt anti-dumping measures to protect 
their national industries. And the small or 
medium-sized industries of developing countries 
find it difficult to defend their interests in anti- 
dumping inquiries, and consequently impossible to 
apply the corresponding compensatory measures. 
According to a certain number of experts, a 
revision of the Uruguay Round on this chapter 
seems to be called for. 


5)Malayan NGOs call on their government to 
oppose a new round of trade talks. 


On the anniversary of the Seattle Conference, 14 
Malayan NGOs, including youth, ecology and 
consumer organisations, called on __ their 
government to "resist and reject pressure for a 
new Round" of multilateral trade talks. "The 
Government should, on the contrary, insist, in 
common with other developing countries, that the 
WTO concentrate its efforts on reform and revision 
of existing agreements and of its anti-democratic 
decision-making procedures". 


6)First meeting of the  Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Carthagena Protocol on 
Biosafety (Montpellier, 11-15/12). 


Amongst other tasks was the one of preparing the 
first meeting of states taking part in the Protocol. 
This meeting will take place in April 2002 (in 
parallel with the 6th Conference of partner states 
of the Convention on_ Biological Diversity), 
supposing 50 states have by then ratified the 
Protocol. Up to now, out of 78 signatory 
countries, only 2 have ratified it (Trinidad & 
Tobago and Bulgaria). One of the questions 
raised is whether the Carthagena Protocol is in 
conflict with the WTO agreements or whether it 
completes them, especially where the 
precautionary principle is concerned. This was 
highlighted by the Protocol and compared with 
norms of public and plant health, the technical 
barriers to trade of the WTO and Art.20 of the 
GATT. While NGOs have pressed for sanctions to 
be set up so as to compel adhesion to the 
provisions of the Protocol, most states have 
preferred the recourse to 

incentives. 


7)The next meeting of RIO+10 will be held in 
South Africa 
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In 2002, Johannesburg will host the Conference of 
the UN General Assembly on Environment and 
Development. Called "World Summary. on 
Sustainable Development", the Conference is to 
concentrate on the relations between poverty and 
under-development, two of the main challenges to 
environmental safety and sustainable 
development. Several preparatory meetings, 
open to accredited NGOs, will be taking place in 
New York in the Spring of 2001 and 2002, and in 
May 2002 in Indonesia. 


Work group: "International Treaties", 
omc.marseille@attac.org Wherever you live, you 
can contribute to this theme work group. Just 
contact them! Thanks 
Translation and editing: Barbara Strauss, edxitor 
newsletter@attac. org 








KRRS activists destroy Bt cotton crop 


Shimoga, Jan.3. As planned, the farmers here on 
Wednesday, destroyed the trial Bt Cotton crop 
grown in Savalanga, 20 km from here, in the 
presence of a police posse, as part of their 
struggle against the use of the genetically- 
modified seeds. 


Volunteers of the newly-formed — ‘'Hasiru 
Sene'(Green Brigade)-the youth wing of the KRRS 
- rushed to the field belonging to a farmer, 
Gangadharaiah, on the Savalanga - Shikaripur 
Road this evening and uprooted the Bt cotton crop 
and destroyed it by setting it on fire. 


Though tension prevailed for some time until the 
operation was over, no arrests were made, 
according to reports received here. The police who 
were clearly outnumbered, watched the incident 
helplessly. 


It was stated that even as the leaders of the 
KRRS, including the President, Prof. 
Nanjundaswamy and the President of the 
Bharatiya Kisan Union(BKU), Choudhary Mahendra 
Singh Tikait, were addressing an impromptu public 
meeting from a makeshift platform on the trailer 
of a tractor, a group of 100 volunteers sporting 
green towels raised slogans and rushed to the 
field, taking the police froce by surprice, and 
destroyed the Bt Cotton. They were followed by 
the farmer leaders’ including Prof. M.D. 
Nanjundaswamy and Choudhary Mahendra Singh 
Tikait, who watched the destruction of the 
genetically-modified cotton species against which 
the KRRS has been waging a battle to stop the 
application of the biotechnology to agriculture on 


the plea it is harmful to the environment and does 
incalculable damage to traditional and indigenous 
agricultural methods. 


When contacted, Gangadharaiah said he was not 
unhappy over the incident and had no regrets as 
he had not grown the Bt cotton trial crop. 


He said it was MAHYCO- a seed manufacturing 
company - that had raised it on a 10-gunta plot on 
his farm.He was not aware of what had been 
grown on it and denied any knowledge about the 
new cotton species. 


The pubilc meeting concluded after the destruction 
of the Bt cotton crop was over with the KRRS 
leaders asserting that they would not allow the 
introduction of genetically-modified seeds as it 
had been conclusively proved the world over that 
they were dangerous to the environment as well 
as to time tested traditional farm practices. 


Montpellier 


In February 2 trials in Montpellier will gather 
thousands of demonstrators to support the farmer 
union “Confederation paysanne”, José Bové and 
his fellow unionists. 


On February 8" a regional mobilization will take 
place around the trial for the destruction of 
manipulate rice in the CIRAD, a GMO research 
facility. What is at stake, beside the fact that the 
CIRAD is asking for 12 millions FF (around 2 
millions Euros) that will jeopardize the existence 
of the union itself if it was to be paid, is the GMO 
issue. The CIRAD is asking compensation not 
because of material destruction but because of its 
research arguing that the destruction of the rice 
equals the destruction of the research. On the 
other hand we find union actions and citizen 
actions against GMO and the secrecy that 
surrounds them: no one is knowing were the GMO 
trials are to take place in the country side in open 
fields, which is in contradiction with European 
regulation, and no discussion took place with 
farmer representatives, elected representatives, 
the citizens... on the opportunity of such trials and 
researches because “progress” has to imposed 
and not chosen, because “science” has to lead 
people and not the contrary... 


One February 15 and 16" another Millau trial will 
start. Millau (a demonstration that gather 100 000 
demonstrators last J une around the first trial) was 
about peasants action against a Mc Donald’s in 
built following the WTO decision against France in 
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the hormone issue on beef with the USA. All of the 
unionists appealed the first judgment. On the 16" 
a national demonstration in Montpellier with 
“carnaval”, workshops, conferences and festivities 
will gather ten of thousands of demonstrators. 
This one will be more about repressions against 
social movements, alternatives, WTO 
regulations... Like for the first one witnesses from 
around the world are awaited that will participate 
to debates in the city after their appearance in 
court. 


Behind all of these trials laid important issues that 
relate to us all, to the existence of resistance 


movements, to the _ possibility for citizens 
organized or not to participate fully to the choices 
made “above their head” in ministries, 
international institutions and research centers. To 
counter-attack some have to_ use _ civil 
disobedience to show that no dialogue is 
organized, that no information is to be shared, 
that no choice is really in our hands. 


Around thirty organizations, unions, NGOs are 
calling for these mass mobilizations. 


